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Re-imagining the Church as an Exilic Missional Community (part 1 of 3): 

We are not in Kansas anymore 
 
It is now generally accepted that in nations like Australia we are living in a post-Christian culture. 

This means that Judeo-Christian values and ethics no longer undergird our social consciousness and 

the once significant place that the church had in society is no longer. One of Australia’s leading 

missional voices is Michael Frost who in his book Exiles: Living Missionally in a Post-Christian Culture 

writes: 

Although the Christendom story no longer defines Western culture in general, it remains the 

primary definer of the church’s self-understanding in almost every Western nation.1 

His point is simple - our culture sees our place in society as very different to how we perceive 

ourselves. Unless we assume a new missional consciousness (and quickly) we are in real danger of 

coming to realise our ‘irrelevance’ far too late. Although regional areas have experienced these 

social shifts slower than the cities, the latest data indicates that these trends are now impacting our 

own context. Indeed, our community in Wagga is de-identifying with Anglicanism at a rapid rate. 

 

 

 

What is the Anglican community in Wagga doing about this? The 2016 NCLS data reveals that of 

those surveyed who are 15 years or older in our own parish, the largest group of our membership 

are over 70 years old.2 

                                                           
1 Michael Frost, Exiles: Living Missionally in a Post-Christian Culture (Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publisher, 
2006), 5. 
2 2016 National Church Life Survey for the Anglican Parish of South Wagga Wagga. 
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Given that South Wagga Anglican Church is likely the younger of the two parishes in Wagga, this 

means that the decline in Anglican ministry in Wagga over the next 25 years will be significant. To 

put it bluntly, the Anglican vision has failed to inspire new generations to belong. Perhaps we need 

to think more deeply about Michael Frost’s analysis and begin to shift our self-understanding (and 

approaches) sooner rather than later? 

In Centre Church, Timothy Keller describes British Missionary Lesslie Newbigin’s analysis of the 

English Church: 

Lesslie Newbigin had been a British missionary in India for several decades. When he 

returned to England in the mid-1970s, he saw the massive decline of the church and Christian 

influence that had occurred in his absence…Churches in the West had always supported 

‘missions’ in overseas non-Christian cultures. There on the ‘mission field’, churches 

functioned in a different way than they did in Europe. Churches in India did not merely 

support missions or even do mission – they were missional in every aspect…. every aspect of 

their church life – worship, preaching, community life, and discipleship had to be a form of 

mission. For example, on the mission field, visitors to a worship service could not be expected 

to have any familiarity with Christianity. Therefore the worship and preaching had to address 

them in ways both comprehensible and challenging… 

When he returned to England, Newbigin discovered that the ground had shifted…Western 

culture was fast becoming a non-Christian society – a ‘mission field’- but the churches were 

making little adjustment. While many Christian leaders were bemoaning the cultural 

changes, Western churches continued to minister as before – creating an environment in 

which only traditional and conservative people would feel comfortable…. And their preaching 

and practices assumed they were still in the Christian West, but the Christian West was 

vanishing.3 

Solutions can only be found once reality is faced. With Dorothy who found herself in the new world 

of the Wizard of Oz – we need to recongise that ‘we are not in Kansas anymore.’ In part 2 I will look 

more closely at the challenges of secularism, multiculturalism and generational approaches to 

worship, while in part 3 I will outline some reasons for optimism and suggest a way forward. 

                                                           
3 Timothy Keller, Center Church: Doing Balanced, Gospel-Centered Ministry in Your City (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2012), 252-253. 


