
 

 

Advent Pastoral Letter 

Dear Church Family, 

As we enter Advent and head towards 2020, I wanted to write to our entire church family about some important parish 

matters. During this year we have rejoiced in new events and continued to take up fresh opportunities. We celebrated 

with Craig Rogers as he was ordained a Deacon. The former Rector of St Paul’s, Mark Short, was consecrated and 

installed as our Diocesan Bishop. A new ministry at Caloola Court commenced earlier this year and a new mum’s and 

bubs group, Mainly Play, opened at St Alban’s. Many of our church family involved themselves in a fresh partnership 

with Carevan which feeds the hungry at both of our church buildings on a weekly rotation. 

We continue to upgrade our ‘family homes’, with a sanctuary development at St Paul’s opening up more seating and 

flexible use of the building, and new carpet going in too. Importantly, the Parish Council underwent a long and sustained 

investigation and decision to attend to some significant building works, including the St Alban’s roof replacement and the 

St Paul’s toilets/hall refurbishment (with a future St Paul’s roof repair/replacement also in sight). We soon hope to 

secure a loan from the Diocese and we have been successful in gaining the first of three Grant applications that we 

have submitted. With the launch of our Parish Growth Fund this month, we are embarking on our faith-filled vision to 

raise up to $600,000 over the next five years to attend to these vital capital projects. More important than any buildings, 

we have seen people grow in their faith, taking up new ministries, and new people encountering Christ and his people at 

South Wagga Anglican. Our Confirmation service, always a highlight for me, welcomed nine people who Confirmed or 

Reaffirmed their faith, or who were Received into Membership. 

In all this, our parish is experiencing what I am calling, ‘growing pains’. Since St Alban’s was amalgamated into St Paul’s 

to became South Wagga Anglican Church in 2015, the leadership team, and the parish as a whole has been wrestling 

with a new ‘normal’, including more buildings, a larger budget, more staff, and more worship services and ministries for 

which we are responsible. A particular challenge we have faced since the amalgamation is how to resource three 

Sunday morning worship services, across two sites, that all commence within 90 minutes of each other. With a changing 

staff team, over-stretched human resources, and our deep desire to ensure our worship services are of high quality and 

attractive to the community around us, I, along with the Parish Council have made some difficult, but ultimately, vital 

decisions. 

Firstly, we are combining our parish Prayer Book Holy Communion Service and having it meet at 8.00am St Alban’s 

Kooringal (with a possible later Winter start). This will bring together two small congregations into a building which will 

feel full and enable us to direct lay and ordained resources to invest in a rich liturgical experience with quality music and 

singing. I believe, by creating one high quality service, we will secure the longevity of our Prayer Book tradition and 

attract newcomers and renewal to these (formally) two worshipping communities. Secondly, in order to allow for 

leadership to invest in this earlier service, and to manage our resources better, our St Paul’s all-age Family Service will 

move 30 minutes later to 10.00am each Sunday. The 6pm Evening Church at St Paul’s has now been meeting weekly 

(during term time) for almost two years, and at this stage, I believe still has an important place for the young and young 

at heart, as well as developing our young adult community and leadership. I anticipate, God-willing, that this service will 

also continue in 2020. Of course, we also continue a simple but warm Holy Communion service each week on 

Wednesdays, 10.00am, at St Alban’s too. 

Now, these changes won’t come into effect until 1 February 2020, although please note that our Summer Services of 

8.00am St Alban’s and 9.30am St Paul’s will take effect from 26 December through to the end of January. Some will 

have legitimate concerns about these changes, and I invite you to come and speak with me or one of the Wardens. 

These changes have been thought about and prayed through at length. I believe this new model of Sunday Services is 

an important way for us to progress through our ‘growing pains’ and ensure we are resourced and intentional in our 

parish mission. Indeed, I want to invite each member of our parish to take a moment to reflect and pray, asking the Lord 

what opportunities He is calling you to take up as we move forward. Change can be difficult, but it is a vital part of 

maturing and growing together, and I would love to see all our services renewed in 2020 with people taking up new 

serving opportunities, contributing their gifts and continuing to create a culture of welcome, worship and outreach. 



 

 

During January 2020, we will welcome Matt Bailey as our new Children’s Minister. Matt has served as an Assistant 

Children’s Minister at Dapto for many years, has almost finished an associate degree in Theology, and has served in our 

SWAC Holiday Kids Klubs as part of the Dapto church mission team. His wife, Amanda, also has a ministry background 

in youth, and will come on board as our MTS worker, serving in youth and young adult ministry, and strengthening our 

partnership with St Martin’s College. We also welcome Kylie Polkinghorne, who transitions from the maternity relief 

position to the appointed Mainly Play coordinator – a position (largely) funded by the St Paul’s Outreach Trust until the 

end of 2020. 

Next year will be a big year, with the real possibility of commencing significant building works. Please do take the time to 

look carefully through the new Parish Growth Fund packs and consider how God is moving you to contribute. But more 

importantly, please consider how God is calling you to be a joyful and radiant representative of Christ, both within this 

community we call SWAC, and as Christ’s representative in our city. 

Nat and I, along with our family, continue to love being part of this special church community, and experiencing the 

blessing of belonging. These blessings are more apparent as we enter Advent and remember the incarnation: God with 

us. We are going to start our Advent season with a special Inter-generational hymn/song and reflective reading service, 

on Sunday 1 December, 6.00pm at St Paul’s. What a wonderful way to begin this season – do please come along. 

Advent Seasonal Blessings 

 

 

 

 

Scott 

Wednesday, 27 November 2019 

 

 

Our Summer services will be from 26 December through to 26 January: 

 8.00am St Alban’s Holy Communion 

 9.30am St Paul’s all-age Family Service 

 Wednesday 10.00am Holy Communion service re-convenes from 8 January, 2020 

 

 

From 1 February 2020, our new SWAC services will be: 

 8.00am St Alban’s Holy Communion 

 10.00am St Paul’s all-age Family Service 

 6.00pm St Paul’s Evening Church 

 Wednesday 10.00am St Alban’s Holy Communion 

 

 

 

 
Now the end of all things is near; therefore, be serious and disciplined for prayer. 

 
Above all, maintain an intense 

love for each other, since love covers a multitude of sins. 
 
Be hospitable to one another without 

complaining. 
 
Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others, as good managers of the varied 

grace of God. 
 
If anyone speaks, it should be as one who speaks God’s words; if anyone serves, it should be 

from the strength God provides, so that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ in everything. To Him belong 

the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen. 

I Peter 4:7-11 


