
Wednesday 25th March 2020 
 
Dear South Wagga Anglican Church Family, 
 
In light of the COVID-19 virus threat and associated social distancing regulations, I will be 
writing an in-depth pastoral letter to our parish family each week. Additionally, you should 
also expect to receive a weekly SWAC-online worship experience and a weekly SWAC-
scattered newsletter. All this correspondence will be emailed out and if we do not have your 
email address we will be posting/delivering. Please contact me if we can provide you with 
this material in any better way.  
 
I am so conscious of the burden that so many people are carrying at this time. Although I’m 
not aware of anyone in our parish who has a confirmed case of COVID-19, some are 
experiencing other illnesses, and are very aware of their vulnerability in light of the 
pandemic. Others face threat to their livelihood, job loss or significant reduction in their 
retirement savings. There are many who can no longer visit their loved ones due to 
restrictions of access to retirement villages. Some work in this, or other health care sectors, 
and carry the burden of being exposed to this virus and bringing it into their workplaces or 
home to their families. The Apostle Paul writes: 
 

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. (Gal. 6:2) 
 
I sense that in the coming months our ministry will be one of carrying one another’s burdens. 
In Life Together, Bonhoeffer writes of The Ministry of Listening: 
 

Christians, especially ministers, so often think they must always contribute something 
when they are in the company of others, that this is the one service they have to 
render. They forget that listening can be a greater service than speaking. 

 
We will need to be listeners during this season; firstly, of God who speaks to us in the 
Scriptures, and secondly of others. This order is important, for each of us needs to feed from 
God’s life sustaining Word, so that we can bear the burdens of others. 
 
As much as I am conscious of the weight that so many carry, I am also delighted in our life 
together. So many have contacted me – thank you! Please keep doing so. I have heard 
beautiful stories of people inviting others into their home to experience SWAC-online 
Sunday Worship, or to watch Songs of Praise on TV together. So many have picked up the 
phone, written a note or come up with creative ideas to build community in new ways. We 
will need God’s Spirit of creativity in the months ahead. 
 
I need to advise you of changes in ministry, staff and finances as we go forward. The Parish 
Council met yesterday evening (via video conference) and will now meet (online) every 
week. We affirmed our strategy to allocate resources along four key ministries: 
 
SWAC-online is our Sunday Worship experience with video content and liturgy. 
 
SWAC-scattered is the resourcing of our members to prayerfully grow in personal 
discipleship during this time. 



SWAC@home are our small groups where we can keep connecting appropriately in homes. Soon 
this may need to be done only via video conferencing or phone calls. 
 
SWAC-care is a new pastoral care team that will work with me to care for our parish and ensure 
there are practical care packages that can be delivered to our people, or by our people, to others. 
 
It will take me some more time to get all this up and running, but this is the developing plan. 
 
The present crisis has also brought far reaching challenges to our financial situation as a parish. 
Several income streams will now reduce and any reduction in the operation of the Childcare Centre 
at St Alban’s will have profound consequences for us. To this end, the Parish Council has begun to 
implement a staged program of expenditure reduction. This includes all staff (including me) having 
had either their stipendiary arrangements altered, or their hours reduced (one staff member is on 
leave without pay). We have also refinanced the loan on the Childcare Centre to help manage our 
repayments. These are complex matters to describe in a letter, and I invite those seeking further 
information about this to contact our treasurer Mat Fitzsimmons: treasurer@swac.church. 
 
In light of this, can I invite our parish family to be as generous as is possible in the circumstances. 
Without our churches open we cannot take up an offering. I have attached our information brochure 
that outlines how to financially partner through electronic banking. You can also visit 
https://swac.church/giving/ which has all the information/forms available. For the rest of this week 
our parish office is open 10am-2pm and Lisa can receive any physical offertory and assist you with 
future giving arrangements. I will advise office opening hours for the following week as soon as 
possible. Unfortunately, by the order of the NSW government, our churches are not open for private 
prayer, or any other gathering (there are limited exceptions related to weddings and funerals). 
 
If you have some need, or know of someone with a need, please do let myself 
(scottg@swac.church) or Kylie Polkinghorne (kyliep@swac.church) know. We might be able to at 
least provide some small measure of relief through a SWAC-care package (that we are busily 
setting up). 
 
Finally (for now), I have been asked about our Annual General Meeting (AGM) which was due to be 
held next Sunday 29th March. Our bishop has advised us that until the AGM can be held as a public 
gathering (after this crisis) that all those currently elected remain in their roles. In other words, the 
Parish Council continues until an AGM can be convened. 
 
I shall continue to write weekly, at this more in-depth level, to keep you up to date about parish 
matters. Please do contact me at any time about any matter either by phone (0421 319 204) or 
email – no concern is too small. I am very grateful for all the offers of help, and in due time, as we 
put our structures in place, it will become clearer as to how you can contribute to the life of our 
scattered church, in this season. 
 
God’s richest blessings, given to you in Jesus Christ. 
 
Your Rector, 
 
 
 

 
 
Scott Goode     
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