
Wednesday 20th May 2020 
 
Dear South Wagga Anglican Church, 
 
This will be my last weekly letter to you for a while, as I will be taking six weeks leave from 
next Monday to focus on the family and on Nat who will undergo bilateral knee replacement 
surgery. This has come about a bit quicker than we thought but under God, the opportunity 
seemed right, not only for Nat, but also for the parish which now has all the staff available 
and the systems in place for our ministry and pastoral care of another to continue. 
 
In my absence, the executive of the parish council (that is the wardens and treasurer and 
secretary) will have weekly meetings to manage the parish and Elisabeth Holland as the 
Rector’s Warden will have weekly meetings also with the staff (she already serves as a 
mentor on the ministry team). So, your central point of pastoral contact can be any of the 
wardens or executive, or the staff, and in particular Lisa who can then contact anybody she 
needs to. There are clergy (indeed Craig Rogers is in our parish and Ken Day is in Wagga) 
who have made themselves available should there be any need. The office will reopen more 
from next week, so keep an eye on the newsletter to see the opening days and hours. 
Importantly, we are a church that believes in the ‘priesthood of all believers’ and we can all 
continue in our roles of expressing concern and kindness to one another. There is a parish 
pastoral care team that will continue to meet, in my absence, under Leanne Brown’s 
leadership, and members of this team are well represented from the various parts of our 
parish. 
 
Our SWAC-online services will continue to be sent each Sunday via email and will be posted 
on the church website or distributed in your mailbox if you are not online. If you are not 
receiving anything as you expect, please check your junk inbox of your email or let Lisa 
know in the office and she can check what the problem might be. I look forward to receiving 
a weekly service for my worship and spiritual nourishment while I am on leave. 
 
As you are aware we are now operating at level one restrictions in NSW and are therefore 
allowed to open our churches with various precautions in place, including hygiene, record 
keeping and maximum attendance numbers. Over the coming weeks the executive and staff 
will undertake some basic risk assessments and some small groups will be allowed to meet 
onsite. In time, once we set up the appropriate procedures, we would hope to have the 
churches open for private or small group prayer. If you have any questions please contact 
the Wardens. Given all that is happening, and with me being on leave, it just may take a little 
time to work out. 
 
One of the variables to all this is the construction work that is due to begin at St Paul’s in the 
coming weeks. We expect Council to give us the final construction certificate any day now, 
and it is then in the builder’s hands as to a date to begin demolition work. This will have 
implications for access to St Paul’s too. So again, we await some further clarification. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Despite the quite alarming circumstances of COVID-19, I have enjoyed redeeming the time, and 
writing more to you, facilitating some online courses and devotional meetings, and receiving 
personal messages from many of you. Don’t hesitate to contact Lisa in the office or any of the 
wardens, and I look forward to facing the ongoing challenges and opportunities that are before us, 
when we are back on deck, God willing, in early July. 
 
 
Your Rector, 

 
 
 
Scott Goode 
 
 

 
 
 


