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The Wounds of God (part three)
SCOTT GOODE

I have so far written about the universal experience of
human suffering and our moral contribution to it. It is
essential that we acknowledge our collective and personal
moral responsibility, for healing can only come to those who
are so wounded. In 1 Peter 2:24, the wounds of Jesus are
the mechanism of human healing. More specifically, it is that
Jesus 'bore our sins in his body on the tree [cross]' - an act
whereby the wages of sin (death) is counted not against us
but is instead born by Christ himself. But not simply Christ,
for God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself (2
Cor. 5:19) and thus we might rightly speak about the
crucifixion as the wounds of God himself!
This means that God is angry at sin, but instead of directing
his justice towards us, God instead absorbs this punishment
into His own being, as a substitute for us. This is where our
healing begins. Our relationship with God is restored 
through the wounds of
God, and we enter not
into the space of divine
judgement, but
forgiveness. We can face
who we are without fear
of retribution, and
therefore we can
confess, repent and
begin our healing.



"For whoever
wants to save
their life will
lose it, but

whoever loses
their life for me

will find it."
MATTHEW 16 :25

Journey through 1 Peter
BIBLE READING GUIDE  

SATURDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
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Mark 16:1-8

Mark 16:9-20

1 Peter 1:1-2

1 Peter 1:3-9

1 Peter 1:10-12

1 Peter 1:13-16

Psalm 126

Psalm 78:55-63

Psalm 79:8-13

Psalm 59:1-5,18-20

Psalm 146:1-7

Psalm 69:6-14

Daily devotion from J.C. Ryle's devotional commentary 
on Mark please go to:

https://sites.google.com/view/swacresources/resources-home   

Christianity Explored
Want to be more sure about your Christian faith? Or would
you like to be able to invite someone to hear about Christ or
yourself be equipped to speak more clearly about Him?
Christianity Explored is a seven week course (with three
further optional studies) and involves watching a ten minute
video, considering some discussion questions and reading
through Mark's gospel. If you wanted to join a discussion
group for term three just contact Scott or you can watch the
sessions individually by going to www.swac.church and
clicking on the 'bible resources' circle on the home page of the
website - then follow the link to Christianity Explored.
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There is a
precedent for a

Christian
community

adjusting its
worship to make

it more
accessible to

outsiders.

To sing or not to sing
God’s people have always been singers.  From Miriam rejoicing
on the shore of the Red Sea to the saints in Revelation praising
the Lamb, the Scriptures witness to a God whose mighty acts
can’t be confined to speech and prose. Because corporate
singing is an expression of who we are in Christ, forgoing or
choosing to forgo it for a time is difficult. In NSW, current public
health guidelines for churches and places of worship directives
state that “Group singing or chanting is particularly high risk and
so should continue to be avoided.” What follows are some
pastoral and missional reflections on this issue.

There is precedent for laying aside our ‘rights’ for the sake of
mission. In 1 Corinthians 9 Paul discusses how he has chosen
not to use some of his rights as an apostle for the sake of his
mission of gospel proclamation (see v15-18). In 10:31-11:1 he
encourages the Corinthians to follow his example in this regard,
as he in turn seeks to follow the example of Christ.   

There is precedent for a Christian community accommodating its
’weaker’ members. In Romans 14 Paul is addressing a Christian
community that probably includes both Jewish and Gentile
believers. Some of their number, who Paul calls the ‘strong’ are
flexible in their eating habits and in whether they treat one day
as more special than the others (v5-6) while others, who Paul
calls the ‘weak’ have more reservations about these matters. 
Paul encourages believers not to pass judgement on one another
and not to act in such a way that places stumbling blocks before
each other.     

There is precedent for a Christian community adjusting its
worship to make it more accessible to outsiders. 
In 1 Corinthians 14 Paul is teaching on prophecy and tongues. 
He acknowledges that un-interpreted tongues may edify the
speaker.  Yet they should not be practiced in the public assembly
in part because of their impact on the outsider (v23) who may
conclude that Christians are out of their mind and hence miss an
opportunity to hear the clear word of God calling them to
repentance (v24).

Such principles bear upon our willingness not merely to follow
health guidelines, but to be Christ's representatives during this
time.

BISHOP MARK SHORT
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With special thanks
to SWAC for all the
care shown to me
through the 'lock
down' - looking

forward to catching
up again with all our
friends. Love to all -

Mary Small

Returning to Gathering
There are now three St Alban's Holy Communion services
each week:

5pm Saturday evening
8am Sunday morning
10am Wednesday morning

We are cleaning between each use of the church and hall,
and will follow all NSW health guidelines including recording
attendees, providing hygiene stations and ensuring social
distancing. I have written to the St Alban's congregations and
asked for them to register their attendance by contacting
myself or Lisa in the office. Due to the COVID-19 venue
capacity limit we need to ensure that each service has an
even distribution of people attending.

If you are a member of St Paul's I will be writing to you as
soon as possible, specifically when we know the date that the
building project will be complete. At present, I am hoping to
commence St Paul's services in mid August. 

SCOTT GOODE

Again, we will need to ask people to register and divide
themselves into two even congregations. To this end, we will
be holding two identical all age family services (both with
Kids Church) on a Sunday:

10am Sunday morning
4pm Sunday afternoon

We make all these plans knowing that the situation may
change very suddenly. In the meantime, and into the longer
term we will continue our online presence as well.



J I Packer - Anglican Theologian
ELISABETH HOLLAND

In the news this week is the death at age 93 of J I Packer. If
Billy Graham was the great evangelist and John Stott the great
Bible teacher, J I Packer was the great theologian. Born in
humble circumstances, his books have proved to be influential
to significant leaders in the global church, not just Anglicans.
Perhaps the most famous of his books is “Knowing God.”
When I read this book some years ago I knew I had found a
treasure. It is the sort of book to keep close by, perhaps
beside your favourite easy chair or your bedside table. Written
in short chunks, it lends itself for spending time meditating,
learning from it, and in doing so, getting to understand and
know God better and so be transformed. Apart from the Bible
there are few books like that. Although he was a great scholar
Packer had the gift of putting profound concepts in a lucid,
concise way that the ordinary person can understand. 
See link written by Don Carson as he looks back on the life of
one of God’s special servants.
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/j-i-packer-appreciation-
don-carson/

For Your Prayers
We believe there is a God who bends his ear to listen, and
so we pray:
1. For the media, committed to providing up-to-date
information: God, help them to communicate with
appropriate seriousness without causing panic.
2. For consumers of media, looking to be well-informed:
God, help us find the most helpful local information to equip
us to be good neighbours. Keep us from anxiety and panic,
and enable us to implement the recommended strategies,
even at a cost to ourselves.
3. For those with mental health challenges who feel isolated,
anxious, and helpless: God, provide them every necessary
support.
9. For the homeless, unable to practise the protocols of
social distancing in the shelter system: Protect them from
disease, and provide isolation shelters in every city.
10. For international travellers stuck in foreign countries:
God, help them return home safely and quickly.
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“And now 
after everything, 

I know this: 
There is a reason

I am here.
And that reason 

is bigger than me. 
So I will carry on with

great faith beyond 
what I can see.

In pursuit of bold
courage, on the
adventure of the

journey.”

MORGAN HARPER
NICOLS


