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Mark: Who is this Man?
SCOTT GOODE
From March we commence a teaching series in Mark's
Gospel, from chapters 9-16, that will see us through to the
Easter weekend:

6-7th Mar: Transfigured Son
13-14th Mar: Treasure from Heaven
20-21st Mar: Suffering Servant
27-28th Mar: Temple Replacement
1st Apr (Maundy Thursday): Betrayed
2nd Apr (Good Friday): Forsaken
3rd Apr (Easter Saturday): Buried
4th Apr (Easter Sunday): Resurrected

We also have Lenten Bible Study groups meeting throughout
this period, so please do contact Peter Caspersonn or
myself to get involved in a small group and make this
Lent/Easter period spiritually special.

Coming Events
FRIDAY 5th MARCH

THURSDAY 11th MARCH

SWAC Women's High Tea
230pm St Paul's

SATURDAY 20th MARCH

SWAC Men's Clay Shooting
4pm Shooting Club

St Martin's Student Dinner

GOOD FRID 2nd APRIL
8am St Alban's
9am St Paul's

Kooringal Chinese Parish
Lunch 12noon

MAUNDY THURS 1st APRIL
7pm St Paul's

SATURDAY 13th MARCH

EASTER SAT 3rd APRIL
5pm St Alban's

EASTER SUN 4th APRIL
8am St Alban's
10am St Paul's

FRIDAY 19th MARCH
Ladies Link-Up 11am St Paul's



Our next St
Martin's
dinner is

Thursday 11th
March - bring

a dish or
dessert to

share with the
students.
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SWAC Spotlight: Susan Bazzana 
(head of St Martin's College)
How are you enjoying your tree-change?
The silence was very loud the first few nights but I am enjoying
the tree change. My previous college home was on Anzac Parade
in Kensington and I had a bus stop outside my bedroom window
and the light rail at the front door with police, ambulance or fire
brigade sirens multiple times a day, so the silence (or the birds
chirping) is a bit of a change. I grew up in northern NSW, have
worked for various farm organisations and was the Regional
Youth Officer in Canberra-Goulburn Diocese in the 1990s so rural
life is not unfamiliar to me. I'm enjoying being back in an
environment where people in shops are friendly and where I can
see stars in the sky at night.

What are you looking forward to in the coming year?
I am excited about the challenge that faces me leading St Martin's
College. The new residents have begun arriving for Orientation
Week and the returning collegians will be here for the
commencement of the academic year in March. Getting to know
our College community is something I am really looking forward
to.  At a personal level I'm excited about establishing a life for
myself in Wagga and becoming a part of the community here. I
believe the Lord led me here and I'm looking forward to seeing
how I can serve Him in Wagga.

How can SWAC be praying and supporting you?
I was very touched the first night I went to Saturday night church
at St Alban's that without knowing I was in the congregation
Elisabeth prayed for the ministry at St Martin's. Praying for our
work here is a great gift you can offer. Please pray that St Martin's
is a community where people can experience Christian
community and grow in their knowledge and love of God. For me
personally, please pray that I lead the community well and that I
take up opportunities in word and deed to point people to Jesus.
My personal prayer is often based around Zechariah 4.6: "Not by
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit," says the Lord Almighty -
because I have a tendency to try and make things happen in my
own strength. It would be great to pray that I make some friends
because I really don't know anyone yet and when things are hard
I will keep trusting the Lord.



 

We have been having a special experience on Sunday
evenings throughout February with the showing of this
award winning TV series. Through the eyes of Mary
Magdalene, Andrew and Simon, Nicodemus, and
Matthew, we are anticipating the commencement of
Jesus' public ministry. We always have a bible reading,
prayers and often (depending on the length of the
episode) a biblical reflection too. On the first Sunday of
each month we share community dinner after the
service. This is something very accessible that you could
invite family and friends too.
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The Chosen

How to access livestreamed Services

Email scottg@swac.church and he will add you to the
email list that gets sent out each week with the
livestreaming link.
Simply go to our website www.swac.church and click on
'SWAC online'.

With COVID precautions likely to continue throughout 2021,
we will be continuing the livestreaming of our 10am Sunday
service. If you want to watch the service there are two
options:

1.

2.

Republished
church member
directories will

soon be
available from
the foyers of

both churches
or from the

office.

 



We are in full swing preparing for Orientation and the
commencement of classes. Our summer ministries have
been well attended with quite a few visitors (the photo
below is us singing outside after hearing a sermon). We
are cooking pancakes for "0 Week" and participating in
Market Day where we will have the opportunity to meet
newcomers and promote Christian Fellowship club.   
 For our returning students we will be running a ONE-
DAY-MEGA Reload where our theme this year is
Following Jesus on Campus.
We'd love your prayers as we seek to achieve this
mission, and as we meet new students in the weeks to
come. Pray for energy and joy as we seek to reconnect
with students after such a disconnected 2020.
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Ladies are invited
to our first

women's event for
the year:

High Tea on 
Saturday

13th March at 
St Paul's.

$10 payable at
office or via

website.

 

Unichurch: students arriving now
STEVE LISTER

Book Review: Nothing in my Hand I Bring
SCOTT GOODE

Ray Galea is an Anglican Minister in Sydney who was
born a Roman Catholic. He writes with warmth and
affection for the church he grew up in while at the
same time exploring the key differences between
Protestantism and Roman Catholicism. He doesn't do
this as an academic exercise but rather as a way to
define the fundamental relational reality between us
and God: grace. It is very concise at only 100 pages
and is well worth reading yourself. It's a book you
could easily give away to a friend.



On Sunday evening 31st January we held a very special
service of Commissioning for Kylie who has now
officially commenced her MTS traineeship. Kylie will be
working as our Community & Families Minister, helping
with (and coordinating the Wed group) mainly music and
Kid's Club, and building our connection between these
(and other) ministries and our worshipping community.
Kylie's position is partially funded by private donors who
can claim a tax deduction. Please contact the office if
you would like to contribute a one off gift or on a regular
basis.
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Ladies Link
will be hearing
from an Officer
from the NRMA

regarding driving
for the elderly.
Both men and

women are invited
to this event! 

Friday March 19th
11am at St Paul's.

 

Kylie Commissioned

I know I have promoted this podcast before but believe
me, it is worth subscribing to. Topics include science
and religion; same sex attraction and the bible; the
historicity and reliability of the bible; artificial
intelligence and the future of humanity; and so much
more. Each episode is around 45 minutes and features
John Dickson interviewing expert Christians (normally)
in their particular areas of expertise with some
commentary from John himself. We live in a complex
world, and ironically in this age of information, it is hard
(through the noise) to access experts in these areas.
John brings them to you.

Podcast Review: Undeceptions
SCOTT GOODE



 

SOUTH WAGGA ANGLICAN CHURCH PAGE 06

Kilby's welcome Evangeline
BRENTON & MELISSA KILBYThe Chain Gang is a

men's shed or
working crew that
meet at St Paul's

from 8am on
Wednesday

mornings for
maintanance work

and fellowship. Talk
to Peter Hilton for
more information. 

 

 
Bush Church Aid Spotlight - Jack & Lill
KYLIE POLKINGHORNE

Jack and Lill Harradine began serving at the Living Desert
Indigenous Church in 2017. Their calling and passion is
ministering amongst, but not exclusively to, Indigenous people.
They became Christians some 35 years ago and have served
with Church Army and as travelling evangelists.
Jack and Lill have a great desire to share the gospel in both
word and deed. They feel privileged to be part of the fellowship
at the Living Desert Indigenous Church. Before moving to
Broken Hill, they served in Murrin Bridge in Central West
NSW. Please pray for them as they serve God in this way. 

Thank you so much for your beautiful and generous gift for
baby Evangeline Rose Kilby. She will love playing with the
sheep and enjoying the other goodies inside the hamper. You
can see she's small enough to ride the toy sheep at the
moment! Praying for you all, sending lots of love.

Note: Brenton and Melissa were at SWAC from 2018-2019
while working at the UniChurch ministry as MTS trainees. They
are now studying at Sydney Missionary and Bible College and
we provide them with a modest financial gift each year towards
their studies. We sent this gift hamper on behalf of the parish.



 

Let’s ask a really big question that could and should radically
alter how we live our lives: What is the mission of the church?
For us, ‘mission’ is, as John Stott wrote, ‘a comprehensive
word that embraces everything which God sends his people
(the church) into the world to do’. It describes any activity from
the church to the unsaved world.
The Christian faith is intrinsically missionary. In short, mission
is the outward focus and purpose of the church in and to the
world. When we use the word ‘mission’ we’re not just talking
about ‘missions’. As we’ll discover, missions – ministry
overseas or cross culturally – is an aspect of mission. But we
also have a mission in our neighbourhood, city and nation.
Therefore I would suggest the mission of the church involves
four things.
TO BE A WITNESS - A first aspect of our mission is to be a
witness or, in other words, to tell others about Jesus.
SOCIAL ACTION - A second aspect of our mission is social
action or, in other words, love in action.
ADVOCACY - A third aspect of our mission is to be an
advocate for issues of justice and morality.
MISSIONS - What is missions? Here is a working definition:
Missions is any activity in which Christians are involved in
reaching lost people of other cultures or ethnicities that may
involve crossing cultural or international boundaries.
 

Summarised from Bruce Hills, International Director of World
Outreach https://world-outreach.com/au/what-on-earth-is-missions-article-1/
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What is the Mission of the Church
NARELLE COSIER

Ministry Opportunity: Musicians to Serve
NATALIE MCDERMOTT
We are, during this COVID period of variable
congregational singing, reviewing our 10am music
ministry and looking to incorporate new musicians and
vocalists. So if you have a hidden gift, please speak with
me! Generally we ask people to commit to two Sundays a
month including a Saturday practice. We are reviewing
our song list and will be introducing some new songs in
the months ahead.

OFFICE HOURS:
Our office is 

now open:
10am - 2:30pm 

Mon to Fri
 

 
scottg@swac.church
office@swac.church
kyliep@swac.church
mattb@swac.church

amandab@swac.church
craigr@swac.church

nataliem@swac.church
 
 

Warden Contact
 

St Paul's: Peter Hilton
St Alban's: Robyn Clarke

 
 



As my placement draws to a close, I wanted to take a moment
to send a heartfelt thankyou to everyone who has welcomed me
with open arms during my time at South Wagga Anglican
Church. Undertaking field placement is an opportunity for
students to apply theory to practice and to experience the
real world workplaces we will one day be practicing in. Having
no previous experience with church or religion, I commenced
this placement with no idea what to expect. Excuse my naivety,
but I’d expected a church to run little more than a weekly
Sunday service! While I’ve definitely had the chance to put my
research theory into practice, as well as engaging with a range
of ways this church supports the Wagga community, I never
could have anticipated the range of activities a church runs, the
amount of staff it takes to keep a church running, the love and
effort that goes into making sure things run smoothly, the
willingness to volunteer time and resources to make programs
happen, and the amount of background work that goes into
every service and activity. I’ve enjoyed my time with you all and
appreciate everybody who took the time to chat with me, fill out
a survey and make me feel welcome.

Goodbye and thank you from Kaysie
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KAYSIE DU PLESSIS

Parish Council Update: February

The Pastoral Care team will be reconvened by the end of
February.
The St Alban's roof replacement project is imminent.
The Kooringal Rectory guest room en-suite is being
renovated due to deterioration of the tiles and grout.
Consideration for a fenced area for children at St Paul's in
the eastern area outside the Upper Room continues to be
discussed.

The Parish Council is made up of duly elected and appointed
members of the Parish who are responsible, with the Rector, for
overseeing the ministries of the church. The Council meets on a
monthly basis, receives reports, monitors the budget and makes
decisions around property, finances, and ministry.

Pertinent information from the February meeting includes:

For electronic giving
 

SPTP Partnership
Account

BSB 702 389
Acc No 05202527

 
or see www.

swac.church/giving
 



This research concluded that the supports provided by SWAC
during the period of closure were insufficient to maintain
parishioner’s pre-closure levels of faith expression,
connectedness, community identity and mental wellbeing.
However, the supports were not ineffective as they greatly
impacted on parishioner’s experiences during the period of
closure and contributed to preventing overall levels of faith
expression, connectedness, community identity and mental
wellbeing from dropping further than they did. 

Connectedness fell from an average of 70% pre-closure to 59%
during closure. Community identity fell from an average of 70%
pre-closure to 61% during closure. Mental wellbeing fell from an
average of 78% pre-closure to 57% during closure, experiencing
the largest decrease. Faith expression was not calculated in the
same way as it did not have multiple indicators, however it
also experienced decreases. While 50% of respondents were
able to engage in their preferred method of faith expression all
of the time, during the period of closure only 20.8% of
respondents were able to engage in their preferred method of
faith expression all of the time.
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A research summary
document is

available to be
collected from

Sunday services, 
or email the office

for a copy of the full
research paper.

 

With this research, we set out to evaluate if the range of
supports implemented by South Wagga Anglican Church in
response to the government mandated closure of Places of
Worship due to COVID-19 was effective in maintaining a 
pre-closure level of connectedness, community identity, faith
expression and mental wellbeing for parishioners of the church.
Using mixed-method surveys we measured parishioner’s 
pre- and post-closure levels of multiple indicators which together
provided overall levels of parishioner connectedness,
community identity and mental wellbeing. Access was also
granted to the records of the pastoral care team and attendance
data which contributed towards evaluating the effectiveness of
the supports.

Results: COVID-19 and SWAC: an evaluation
of service delivery during global pandemic
KAYSIE 



A very encouraging start to this year as we exceeded
our offertory budget. However, it is important to return to
our pre-COVID levels of congregational giving, as the
government support measures finish on 1st April.

You may recall that emergency repairs had to take place
on the St Paul's hall roof late last year during the final
stages of the hall and amenities refurbishment project.
This repair cost approximately $35,000 which has been
incorporated into the loan that we had previously had
approved (and not required) for the refurbishment.

Given the changes in giving patterns due to Covid, we
have discerned that missions giving is no longer coming
through the cash offertory in the way that it used to. In
light of this, the Parish Council has committed to our
mission partners from our central budget, and we will do
periodic appeals for particular mission matters that may
arise. On Ash Wednesday it was encouraging to see
$1670 raised for the Adjumani Refugee Camp project
and the ongoing building on the church there.
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Finances in 2021
MAT FITZSIMMONS

On Ash Wednesday 
together we raised

$1670 for the
Adjumani Refugee
Camp project and

the ongoing
building on the
church there.

 


